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Esperanza Rising 
Las Uvas
Vocabulary:      scolded     capricious     propriety    crochet
1. What does Abuelita mean when she says “there is no rose without thorns” on page14?     ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. At the top of page 18, it says “But now that she was a young woman, she understood that Miguel was the housekeeper’s son and she was the ranch owner’s daughter and between them ran a deep river.” What does this mean?    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did Mama do just after Tio Luis handed Mama Papa’s silver belt buckle? Use details from the story to support your answer. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The author, Pam Munoz Ryan, uses a lot of figurative language to describe characters’ feelings in this story. On page 22 she says that Esperanza “fell to her knees and sank into a dark hole of despair and disbelief.” How do you think Esperanza is feeing at this point in the story? Support your answer.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Predict what will happen in Chapter 2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Las Papayas
Vocabulary:     anguish      encroaching      corrupt     pungent
1. What does it mean on pages 28 – 29 when the author says “at first, they stayed only a few hours, but soon they became like la calabaza, the squash plant in Alfonso’s garden, whose giant leaves spread out, encroaching upon anything smaller.”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What character trait would you use to describe Tio Luis? Use details and examples from the chapter to explain and support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think Esperanza feels about Miguel? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What are 3 questions you have about the story right now?
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Los Higos
Vocabulary:    penetrate     salvage     poverty     valise 
1. When does this story take place? What important event is happening in American history at this time? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What can you infer about how the fire started?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. At the end of page 42, how is Esperanza feeling? Use evidence from the text and your own background knowledge to support your answer.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. On page 50, why did everyone laugh?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. 	(a)The author uses personification at the top of page 39, find where and tell what it means.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(b)There is a simile on page 55, find it and tell what it means.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why is the chapter titled “Figs”?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Las Guayabas
Vocabulary:      reluctantly     jostled     undulating     monotonous
1. Before the break on page 65, infer how Esperanza is feeling in this part of the story. Use support from the chapter and your own background knowledge.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is the chapter titled “guavas”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. On page 76, what does Carmen mean when she says “I am poor, but I am rich.”?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How would you describe Esperanza? Use evidence from the book so far to support your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What are 3 questions you have about the story right now?
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Los Melones
Vocabulary:      disembarked     immigrate     stagnant     careening
1. Using context clues, what can you infer arroyo means? (pg 91 and 92)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The first paragraph on page 94 describes a scene that Esperanza sees while looking outside the truck window. Pam Munoz Ryan uses vivid language to help you see what Esperanza is seeing. Draw how you visualize the scene outside the truck window. Be specific and use color!



















3. When Esperanza first meets Marta, on page 97 Marta says, “What’s the matter, silver spoon stuck in your mouth?” What does this mean?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain why Marta instantly does not like Esperanza.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is your opinion of separating the camps by nationality and not treating every camp the same? (pg.98) Support and explain your answer. *Hint: think about everything we learned about Human Rights!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Las Cebollas
Vocabulary:     accosting     somber
1. What leads Mama to have to ask Esperanza to be grateful?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the opinion of others at the camp about Esperanza?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. After reading this chapter, how do you think Esperanza is feeling at this point of the story? Please support your thinking with evidence from the chapter.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why is the chapter titled “onions”? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


















Las Almendras
Vocabulary:      accustomed     taunt
1. At the top of page 122, it says that Esperanza was glad the day was over and that “her bruises had been to her pride.”   What did the author mean by that?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was the surprise that Miguel and his father had for Mama and Esperanza?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does it mean to Strike?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Do you think Esperanza is beginning to change? Why or why not. Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why is the chapter titled “almonds”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














Las Ciruelas
Vocabulary:     atrocious     encrusted
1. There is a simile on page 152, find it and tell what it means.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is one major plot event that happened in this chapter?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How do you think Esperanza is feeling at the end of this chapter? Use the text and your own background knowledge to support your inference.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Las Papas
Vocabulary:     bereft     listless     cope     fitful
1. On page 160, the author uses a metaphor referring to Esperanza and says “Would she ever escape this valley she was living in? This valley of Mama being sick?”  What did she mean by this? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. The first paragraph after the break on page 167 has wonderful descriptive language to help the reader visualize the scene of the women waiting for the truck. Please draw your visualization of this scene in the box below and be sure to be detailed and use color.

 













3. What, can you infer, is the purpose of a potato eye?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Infer into what Esperanza means when she thinks to herself that Isabel “has nothing, but also has everything.” Use details and examples from the story to explain and support your answer. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5. How would you describe Esperanza now? Use details from the story to support your answer.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Aguacates
Vocabulary:     susceptible     indignation
1. Why is the chapter titled “avacados”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Esperanza learn has happened to Mama?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think the Americans in California think that “all Mexicans are alike” and that they are “all uneducated, dirty, poor, and unskilled”?  (pg 187)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What character trait would you use do describe Marta? Please use evidence and details from the story to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is your opinion of the way most Americans view and treat Mexican immigrants? Use details to explain and support your opinion. *Hint: think about everything we learned about Human Rights! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










Los Esparragos
Vocabulary:    despondent   aggressive
1. Why is it important for Esperanza to keep working? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you think the American government does the right thing by sending the strikers back to Mexico? Support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think Esperanza helped Marta?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. On page 212, the author describes the scene that Miguel and Esperanza pulled up to after Immigration has taken most of the workers away. In the box below, please draw a picture of how you visualized this part of the story. Remember to be detailed and use color. 



















5. Why is the chapter titled “asparagus”?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Los Duraznos
1. Before Miguel leaves, he and Esperanza get into a fight. Please explain what the fight was about (pg 224).
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What did Esperanza do to keep her mind off of Miguel?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Predict what will happen to Miguel.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What do you think happened to the money orders?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How do you think the story will end?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











Las Uvas
1. Was your prediction of the ending correct? Briefly explain.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does it mean when Isabel says “I think my heart is dancing” on page 243?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What, do you think, is the Author’s Message of this novel? Support your answer with evidence from the story. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Did you learn anything from reading Esperanza Rising? Please explain.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

